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FEOIERAL BEECTION COMARISEICIN
WASERMCGTOM D0, I b
June 9, 2004

Charlie Buckeis, Treasurer
Republican Party of Louisiana
7910 Wrenwood Blvd,, Suite £ ]
Haton Rouge, Lo 70809 ﬁfﬂﬂﬁ: € B

[dentfication Nomber:  COG1RT4S0
Reference: Aprit Quarlerly Report {1/1/03-3/31403)
Diear Mr, Buckals:

This letber is prompted by the Commission’s preliminary review of the repori{s}
reforenced above, This motice requests informarion essential lo full publie disclosure of
your federal election campaign finauces. An adequate vesponse mist be received &t
the Comamission by the response date acted above. An itermization of the jnformanon
neaded fotlows:

Schadule A of your seport (see mtiached) discloses ome or mote
conivibutions which appesr to exceed the Himits sot forth is the Act. 2
U.S.C. 8441a(l) and 18 CFR §110.2(d) prohibit a siate, dizerict of local
party commities (combined) from receiving any sontribution from 4
multicandidate politicai commities in excess of 35,000 per calendar yeat.
Recotds at the Commissior, however, indicate that your commitiee may
actually be affilizled with As provided for in 31 CFR §100.5gn2),
affilisted committess are those political comnitioes estabilished, financed,
matnioed, or controlled by the same group of persons imcluding say
pavent, submdiary, branch, division, department, or Iscal unit thereof.
Affiliated polifical committess mey make and receive unlimited tranafeTs
amongs! themselves which are not considered to be comylvibutions, B1 OFR

§102.6{n)

If any sppatently excessive contribution in question was incompletely ot
incortectly disclosed, you must amend yoor ortginal report with the
clanifying information.

If any contribution you teceived exceeds fhe limts, you may hlave o
sefumd the sxcessive amount, The fimds can be tetained if within 60 days
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of receipt you (1} transferred the excessive aTnount to An aCCOURL Kot used
to influence federa} elechions, and (2) provided writlen natice to the perso
making the contribation of the option of receiving 2 refund. Any request
Trom & douor for a refind mmst be honoved,

1f the foregoing conditions transfers to a non-federal scopunt were oot Toet
within 60 daya of rzceipt, the excessive amount must be refunded.

If, on the other hand, the Louisiang Victory 2002 Fund (CO383331) is
affiliated with your committee, please clarify this relatlonship in vriting
and amend Line § of your Siatement of QOrganizaiion o identify it 25
ant afilizted commitiee. 11 CFR §102.2 For future repothng, be awars
disat transfers received and made to affilisted comumittees should properly be
disclosed on Schedule A supporting Live 12 and Schedule B supporting
Line 22, respectively, on the Detailed Summary Page.

Please infor the Commission of your corrective action immerdiately in
writing and provide a photocopy of your check for any tramsfer-out or
refund, In addifion, any tansfers—out or refunds should be disclosed on
Schedule B suppoting Line 22 or 28 of the mport during winch the
transaction was made.

Your report discloses receipts totaling $115,148.62 from the Louigisna
Victory 2002 Fund (CO0383331), which is 2 joint fondraising commitiee(s)
apparently aftitiated with your conpmittee. Please be advised that a memo
Schedule A must be providad to itemize your comimittes’s shape of the grnss
contrivutions received fhrongh the joint fundraisen(s). The memo schedule
chould licmize each individual who has contributed an gaqregale in exceys
of $200 dwring e exlendsr vear, and provide the amount of noatemized
contributions received. In addition, the memo schedule should itemize vour
comumittee’s share of Bl coptributions from political committess, regardiess
Af amount, Please amend your report by providing the omitted memo
schedule(s). 11 CFR §102 1T EHIHE)

Commission Regulations tequire that a comnittee  disglose the
identification of all individeals who contibute i gxcess of 5200 in a
calendar vear. (11 CFR §104.36a)(4)(i)) ldentification for an individual is
defined as the full name, mailing addveas, secuprtion and nawme of
emplover. (11 CFR §106.12) Your report discloses contributions from
individuals for which the identifivation i3 not cotnplete.
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You trust provide the missing information, of if you are unsble w© do so,
you must demonstrate that “best efforts” have been used {0 obtam the
information, To cstablish “best efforts,” you mwst povide the
Comrnigsion wish a detailed description of your procedures fos requesting
e informetion. Establishing “besi efforts™ is a thres-Told process.

Tirst, your oniginal soficitation must include & clear and Conspiouous
request for the contributor information and must inform the contributor of
the requirercents of federal law for the reporting of such information. fif
CFR §104.700){ 10}

Second, if the information is pot provided, you must maake one follow-up,
stand alone effort to obtain this mformation, regardless of whether the
comtritution(s) was solictéed or not. This effort mmst oeour oo teter thay 36
davs afier veceipt of the contrfbution and may be in the form of 2 wiben
request of an oml reguest documnented in writing. {11 CFR § 104.7(b¥2))
The request must:

« cleady #sk for the missing nformation, without soliciting 2
pomiribu o,

» inform the contibutor of the requirements of federal law for the
repetting of such information, and

o if the request i written, include a pre-eddressed post card Of Teturi
emyclope.

Third, if you recaive contributor information after fhe contribution(s) has
been Tepotted, you shall either oy {ile with your sexl requlatily scheduled
teport, m anended memo Scheduls A Hizting 68} the contributions for which
addifional information was received; or b) file on or before your next
regutarly scheduled reporting date, amendmenis to the reportfs) originaliy
disclosing the conhitution(s}. (11 CFR §104.7(b4)

Please provide the missing mfamation or & detailed description of your
procedures for requesting the informatien. For mope infoumation oo
demenstrating “hest efforts,” piease refer fo the Campaign Guide,

Schedule H4 supporting Line 21(3) of your report discloses a payrnent(s)
for “Emplovee Health Insurance, Employee Insurance, and Payroll Texes ™.
Pleasc be advised that pursaant to i1 CFR §300.33(c)(2}), salaries and
wages for employees who spend more then 25% of their compensated tme
in & given month on Federal election activity or activities in conneciion
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with a Federul olection wnst not be allocated between or among fedeml and
non-tederal accounts. Rather, only federal funds may be used. Further, te
Comnmission concluded in Advisory Opinion 20603-11 that amounts spent
for employes-specific “fringe benefits,” consisting of health imswance,
disability insutance, life insurance, refirement benefits and payroll tmes,
falt into the catepory of compensated e,

Any reimbursement from your commitiee’s non-fedemal account for this
payment is not permissible and musi be retumed.  Althouph fhe
Commiission may teke Ffirther legal action segarding thas fmpropet
allocation activity, your prowpt action will be taken mto considetation.

Sohedute H4 supporting Line 21{a) of your repori disclosss a payment{s}
for “Advertising, Phone Bxpenses, Telephone Exponse, Telephone-Conf.
Call, and Telephone Service”. Please be sdvised that purseant 11 CFR
$300.33(c)(1), expenditures for public commuications (as defined by {1
CFR §100.26) that refer to a cleatly jdentificd candidate for Federal office
and that promote, support, aftack or oppose any such candidate for Federsl
office must not be allocaied between or among federal and non-federal
accomts. Only federal finds may be used,

Furihes, expendibies and disbursements for public communications that
refer 10 a cleardy identified candidate for Federal office atid that prowote,
support, attack or oppose any candidate for Federal office, mest the
definition of Federsl Election Activity wnder 13 CFR §100.24 and ghould
he disclosed on Schedule B for Line 30(b) along with the identity of e
candidate(s). However, public communicarions fhat meet the dzfinition of
Federal Blection Activity and that aleo contain express advocacy as defiped
under 11 CFR §1006,22, would congbiute an m-kind contrbution, an
independent expenditure or a coordinated party expenditure and showld be
properly disclosed on & Schedule B, E or F supporting Lines 23, 24 or 23,
as appropriate, Tether than on Schedule B for Line 30(b). Pleaze amend
your report to properly descicse thig aetlvity.

If this activity was categorized incorrectly, the Commission reconmmends
that vou imtuediately transfer the funds received by your fedsral account
for this activity back to the non-federal account. Although the Commission
may iake further legal action comcerning fthis prohibited activity, your
prompt action will be taken into cansideration.

“Your report discloses limited payments for aOlministrative eXpenses.
Administrative expenses are payments made for the purpose of pperating a
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political comuittee ncliding, but not linsited to, rent, utilitfes, salaries,
telephone service, office equipment and supplics. Each stut, district or
local party committes utilizing separate federal and non-federal sccouuts 18
tequired o allocate any administrative expenses (exchading satary) between
fhe accounts according to a fixed percentege selecied on FEC Schedule H.
A Schedule H1 must be filed with the first FEC FORM 3X filed at the
begintieg of each calendar year. Payments for salary and wages Tor
employees who spend more than 25% of their compensated fme on Federul
alection aclivities or on activities in comection with a Federal clechon
must be made From & federal account and disclosed on a Seheduie B
supporting Line 30(b) of the Detailed Summary Page. 11 CFR §105.7

Any goods or services provided o your comtmitee by a persom, cucept
valunteer activizy (ie., a person’s time), wonld be considesed an in-kind
onteibution from that person, and would be sobject w the disclosure
requirsments of 2 LS §434(b¥3) and 11 CFR §104.13, enc the
%imitations and prohibitions of 2 U.5.C. §§44]s and 441h.

Clarification reparding admainiemwetive expenses should be provided duging
each two vear slection cycle beginning with the fivst Tepoet filed in the
non-ziection year. Please provide the necessary nfirmation regarding
administeative expendes incusred by your committes andior amend your
report to Hsclose such expenses according o the referenced provisions of
the Act and Comission Regulations.

-On Schedule H4, vyour allocated activity or event year-ig-date  hal
caloulations for the Adutmiistrative category are ineorrect Allocated
activity or event year-to-dose fotals for adninistrative, votor drive mod
exent activity costy ere devived by aggregating ali disbursements during
she crlendar veat for each separate categury, nor by individual purposs such
as "Takinies” or "Rentr”. Please amend your report by providing the cortect
event year-to-date totals.

{Imiike previone election cycles, you will net receive ap additional notfce from
the Commission op this matter, Adequatz responses received on or before this date
will be taken inlo consideration in determining whether audit oction will be ingtiated.
Requests for extensions of thme in which 1o respond whil not be coasidered. Failure
to provide an adegquate response by this date muy result in an gudit of the comnittee.
Faxijure to comply with the provisions of the Act may also result in an enforcement action
against the committes. Any response submitied by your committee will be placed on the
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public record and will be considered by the Commigsion prior to taking enforcement
action.

thas just those portions of the report that are being smended. [f you should have oy
questions regarding this matter or wish to verify the adequacy of your response, please
comtact e on out tll-fres number (800 424-9530 {at the prompt pross 1, then press 2o
reach the Repotis Analysis Division} or my local mumber (202) 694-1144.

Sincerely,

Y
!5: h {‘( :‘lI - -
f:' #E:tﬁ!l —-—— : gy
Edw:rdl}. Ryan -5‘4‘

Campaige Fingnes Analys:
200 Reports Anulysis Division
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Amannt

Louigiana Victory 2002 Fund (244

Louisiana Victory 2002 Fund | 0)/19/04 | $13,148.62 | 2004 Apuil Quanterly |
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